THE FOLLOWING ARE THE QUESTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED PERTAINING TO THE RFP FOR RACE TRACK AND CASINO OPERATIONS OR FOR ALTERNATIVE USES
1) Can parking area in front of Casino/Grandstand be rearranged?

YES 
2)     Can the North Louisiana entrance serve as the main vehicle entrance into the Casino and Race Track area?
 NO – Gate 8 is for horseman and infield parking
3)     In the RFP, there is a reference in regards to eliminating the infield race track parking and replace it with other parking facilities.  Can the middle area of the Race track serve as Casino parking if it’s the best use of space?
 YES, but our preference is to utilize this area for other uses than parking.
4)     Can Casino area be moved from its current location to another location within the same building?
 YES
5)     Can the seating capacity for watching races be increased within the current grandstand footprint?
 YES
6)     Can we obtain copies all property inspection reports, insurance claims and property and/or leasehold improvements?
 Please contact the NMSF Administration to arrange viewing of these records; please call 505-222-9729 or 505-222-9720.
7)     Does any of the personal property stay on the facility?  Or, is it completely owned by the current Lessee?
 Personal property does not stay on the facility.  Permanently attached fixtures will not be removed by current Lessee
8)     Does the prime contractor and subcontractors have to be identified ahead of time?
 Contractor / Subcontractors do not have to be identified ahead of time.  Investors do need to be identified.
9)     Does the sale of alcohol have to remain on separate floors as it is today or can it be sold on the same floor but not inside the casino?


Offerors shall refer to pages 10 and 11 of the RFP concerning licensing issues.
 
10)  Please clarify sentence in the Mandatory Contents (1) (b) section on pg. 26 the following: "The names and respective positions of individuals who are authorized the Offeror for purposes of this RFP".  Are you saying to identify the names and respective individuals who are authorized by the Offeror to represent the company?
 YES
11)  Can additional light poles be installed to increase lighting throughout the property?
 YES
12)  Can a copy of all existing contracts related to simulcasting, satellite services and tote services be provided?
 NO
13)   Is there any horse racing related equipment included in the lease agreement? (starting gates, cameras, tote board, tack…etc…)
 NO, the NMSF does not own equipment to run races
14)  How much time remains on the lease of the current liquor license?
 Not applicable, the current operator has its own license.  The State Fair license is not available to Offerors.
15)  Is there agreement in the current liquor license lease that would prohibit us from obtaining our own license for use on the same property (i.e. a non-compete clause)?
 NO
16)  Can we get a breakdown of any leasehold improvements made by the current lessee?
 N / A
17)  Can we change the name of the casino & racetrack, or does it have to stay, “Albuquerque Downs”? 
 Yes, you can change the name.
18)  Does the State Fair have preference in number of race track seating?  Less than 1,000? 1,200? Or 1,400?
NO
19)  Would the State Fair consider extending the original RFP submission deadline of August 25th to a later date?

NO

20)  Does the Gaming License of The Downs @ Albuquerque convey in the RFP, pending background check by the state Gaming Control Board?

NO.
21) There are only 6 gaming licenses allowed in  in the state and the New Mexico State Racing Commission just opened the application process for the 6th license! So if Mr. Blanchard's gaming license does not convey in the RFP, and all the gaming licenses are issued, there will be casino? Or will the RFP winner be held hostage and have to buy Mr. Blanchard's gaming license?

The Racing Commission has only 6 Horse Racing Licences.  The Gaming License is a separate issue.  Successful Offeror will be required to obtain both Racing and Gaming licenses.  Please refer to section F5 on pages 11 and 12 of the RFP.

22)  As detailed in letters to Expo New Mexico and the General Services Department, repair costs that are the full responsibility of Expo New Mexico, and that remain unpaid, now exceed $800,000;
In the event the Downs at Albuquerque, Inc. is not selected as the most qualified offerer or does not enter into a lease agreement with the State Fair Commission, will the most qualified offerer or successful lessee be responsible for amounts owed to the Downs at Albuquerque, Inc.?
The NMSF is unaware of this amount being owed.

23)  In the event the Downs at Albuquerque, Inc. is not selected as the most qualified offerer or does not sign a lease, will the successful lessee be responsible for payment of the value of the existing improvements, the capital improvements and the debt and interest on the capital improvements?

 Again, the NMSF is not aware of the above mentioned amount being owed.

24)  Background checks:  As to the Downs at Albuquerque, Inc., (“Downs”), the managers, members, and key personnel are already licensed to conduct gaming within the State of New Mexico.  The Downs has received a Finding of Suitability by the New Mexico Gaming Control Board.  A Finding of Suitability is issued by the Gaming Control Board.  A Finding of Suitability is issued by the New Mexico Gaming Control board only after an individual is found to meet the high moral and financial standards imposed by the New Mexico Gaming Control Board.  This Finding of Suitability is issued only after the New Mexico Gaming Control Board conducts an in-depth investigation, including, but not limited to, fingerprint checks and a thorough background check by which all of the same information sought within the Due Diligence Questionnaire, plus additional information, is obtained and scrutinized.  B3ecause more extensive information has already been provided and fully investigated by the New Mexico Gaming Control Board’s full-time background investigators, may an Offeror submit a current Finding of Suitability issued by the New Mexico Gaming Control Board in lieu of completing the Due Diligence Questionnaire?  Or submit a release to allow a review of the information on file at the New Mexico Gaming Control Board?

 Yes, if they provide all information that is current for both gaming and racing.
